This past week was the last week of committee
meetings and calendars filled quickly while
Committee Chairs worked to clear their schedules
of bills. CAC attended meetings of the Senate
Environmental Affairs Committee, the Senate
Utilities Committee, the House Environmental
Affairs Committee, and the House Utilities
Committee. In addition, we marked the
progression of legislation we're watching on floors
of the House and Senate.

On Monday in the Senate Environmental Affairs
Committee our Lindsay Haake (and baby
Catherine) testified in support of House Bill 1265,
Rep. Carolyn Jackson’s (D-Hammond) lead testing
bill we've briefed you on in weeks past. The bill
was amended to require schools test for lead on a
biennial basis. While we recommended the bill
Include daycares, we also told the committee we
didn't want to stall the bill's movement through
the legislature. The bill passed with a vote of 9-0.
The bill is awaiting second reading in the Senate
where it may be amended.
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INn the Senate this week we saw Sen. Aaron
Freeman amend anti-transit language into
House Bill 1279 that would stop IndyGo's
transit system expansion, which includes

the Red Line and two additional planned

bus rapid transit (BRT) routes. Removing
such a transformative tool from local
municipalities’ toolbox imposes a barrier to
lift folks out of poverty.

House Bill 1414, the coal bailout bill, was

heard in Senate Utilities Committee this
week. Our Kerwin Olson testified on the
amended bill, with which we still have grave
concerns. The bill, though amended with
amendment 6 and 8, still sends a negative
signhal to Indiana’s energy landscape which
Is heavily trending towards cheaper and
cleaner forms of energy like wind and solar.
The bill now proceeds to the Senate floor for
further discussion.
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